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AVDT Case Reports Guidelines (revised 12/29/04)
A case report is an opportunity to show good dental concepts and the ability to deliver a well written and well documented scientific paper about a case performed well by current standards.  The use of advanced technology or skill in the reported cases is not required.  Each of the items below will be evaluated by the Mentor and the Credentials Committee.
Introduction

Present the topic of the case report.
Case Report

1. History


A. Include a Signalment and presenting problem or chief complaint.


B. Describe lesions/problem


C. Past dental history


D. Past medical history if relevant


E. Describe any other relevant problems
2. Diagnosis


A.  Include results of physical and oral examinations, radiographs, MRI etc


B.  Demonstrate attention to the patient as a whole.  Perform appropriate pre 
 
      operative diagnostics and lab database tests. 
3. Problem list


A. Provide an accurate assessment.  


B. Mention all the lesions observed.


C. Mention differential diagnosis and their rule outs

4 Treatment Plan


A.  Discuss different modalities for treatment and their prognosis.  
B. If other 
    
      lesions are apparent, you should mention them and note if treated or not 
  
      treated.

B. Address any potential genetic impact of the condition, if applicable
5. Treatment


A. Describe the procedure including technique, instruments and materials in detail       
      using proper terminology.  Highlight your involvement in the procedure.

B. Include your anesthetic management: using appropriate anesthetic protocol, 
 
     drugs (generic name preferred) dosages, administration and monitoring.


C. Demonstrate appropriate peri-operative care: vital functions monitoring and 
  
     support, intravenous fluid administration, control of body temperature, etc.  
 
     (Adequate pain management is very important.)

D. Include dosages and administration routes of any medication used or 
 
 
     prescribed.  Use generic name when possible.  If trade name is used, note 
 
     generic name and manufacturer

E. Include postoperative radiographs and their assessment if indicated.


F. Describe the handling of any complications


G.  Provide adequate photos to support your report.  Provide adequate 

      
      and accurate captions, labeled pre and postoperative radiographs for those 

      procedures and intra operative radiographs for root canal therapy

6. Post operative care


Describe instructions given to client including medication dispensed for 

 
home use and dental home care procedure.

Discussion

A. Discuss any point relative to your case


B. Briefly review the literature on the disease condition and/or procedure in 

    question, if appropriate.  Discuss pertinent aspects of the diagnostic work up.


C. Provide references to support your statements.  Number references 

 
     consecutively in the order in which they are first mentioned in the text.  

     Identify them by Arabic numerals in parentheses.


D. Discuss any particulars, ways that case was different from expected, and how 
 
     the problems were managed.

Conclusion


What conclusion, if any could be drawn form that case?

Technical details


A. The length of each case report should be no more than five pages.  References 

      should be limited to one page.


B. It is recommended that the case report be reviewed by mentor.


C. Read your manuscript while playing the role of a critic.  Keep it technical with 
 
     as little fluff as possible, this is scientific writing.  


D. Above all, prepare your case reports early enough to seek pre approval by the 

      mentor leaving enough time to edit and turn it around again for pre approval 
 
      well before your Credentials Packet deadline.  This will help reduce 

 
     disappointment.
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